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42nd Institute on Sacred Scripture 
July 25-30, 2010 
 

The Continuing Quest for the Historical Jesus. 
Presenter.  Fr John Donahue SJ 

 
Session 1   A Quest Renewed: Problems and Possibilities 
 
Session 2  “Beginning in Galilee.” Social Context of Jesus’ Ministry 
 
Session 3.  “The Kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 
Session 4  “He declared all things clean.” Jesus and Jewish Law 
 
Session 5  “What evil has he done?” The Trial and Death of Jesus 
 

 
John R. Donahue, SJ. is the Raymond E. Brown, Distinguished 
Professor of New Testament Studies (Emeritus)  St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University, Baltimore, MD, and the Research Professor in 
Theology at Loyola College in Maryland. Fr. Donahue is past President 
of the Catholic Biblical Association of America, and has served on 
national and international ecumenical dialogues. He has lectured 
widely at Scripture Workshops in the United States, Canada,  South 
Africa, and at the East Asian Pastoral Institute in Manila Among his 
numerous publications are three volumes of commentaries on the 
Sunday Readings:  Hearing the Word:  Reflections on the A Cycle of 
Sunday Readings (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2004)   Hearing the 
Word:  Reflections on the C Cycle of Sunday Readings (Collegeville: 
Liturgical Press, 2003)  Hearing the Word:  Reflections on the B Cycle 
of Sunday Readings. (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2002).  
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Sophia: The Holy Treasure of the Bible’s Wisdom Books 
Presenter. Fr Michael Patella OSB 

 
Session 1.  History and canon 
Session 2.  Wisdom theology and Gnosticism 
Session 3.  The feminine character of God 
Session 4.  Wisdom and the New Testament 
Session 5.  Wisdom Books and The Saint John’s Bible 

 
Fr Michael Patella, OSB, professor of New Testament at Saint John’s 
School of Theology and Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota, earned 
his License in Sacred Scripture from the Pontifical Biblical Institute in 
Rome (1993), and his pontifical Doctorate in Sacred Scripture from the 
École biblique et archéologique française de Jerusalem (1995).  He has 
published in the area of Luke-Acts, the Gospel of Mark, and the early 
Christian era.  Fr Michael is currently chair of the Committee on 
Illuminations and Text for The Saint John’s Bible and rector of the 
seminary at Saint John’s.  He also conducts the school’s Holy Land 
Studies Program and writes the “Seers’ Corner” column for The Bible 
Today.   
 
 
 
Sing to the Lord a New Song: Pauline Christological Hymns                                                                  
Presenter: Dr Bonnie Thurston. 
 

1. New Testament Hymns: Christ, Worship and Wisdom 
2. Philippians 2:6-11 
3. Colossians 1:15-20 
4. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 and 3:16 
5. 2 Timothy 1:11-13 

Dr. Bonnie Thurston is a Disciples of Christ Minister and a founding 
member and third president of the International Thomas Merton Society.  
She has a deep passion for the history and practice of spirituality and 
serious New Testament scholarship.  Until recently she was Professor of 
New Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, where in 1999 she 
was named William F. Orr Professor of New Testament.  Currently she is 
a writer, spiritual director, and retreat leader.  Her recent works include 
To Everything a Season: A Spirituality of Time; The Heart's Lands, a 
book of her poems featuring Celtic saints; The Spiritual Landscape of 
Mark; and For God Alone: A Primer on Prayer. Much of the year Bonnie 
lives a semi-eremitical life near Wheeling, West Virginia  

 

  


